7R perplexity

Analysis of Public Service Law Section 66-P(4)
Acknowledgment in New York State DPS Matter
Master Proceedings

Based on a comprehensive review of New York State Department of Public Service (DPS) Matter
Master proceedings and case filings, several documents do acknowledge and reference Public
Service Law Section 66-P(4) regarding the Commission's authority to temporarily suspend or
modify renewable energy program obligations under specific circumstances.

Direct Acknowledgment of PSL Section 66-P(4) in DPS Proceedings

Clean Energy Standard Case (15-E-0302)

The most significant acknowledgment of PSL Section 66-P(4) appears in Case 15-E-0302, the
proceeding on the Clean Energy Standard . In this case, the Commission explicitly recognized
that "PSL §66-p(4) provides the Commission with authority to 'temporarily suspend or modify'
the obligations created by the Program if, after conducting a hearing, it finds that the Program
'impedes the provision of safe and adequate electric service,' 'is likely to impair existing
obligations and agreements,' and/or is related to 'a significant increase in arrears or service
disconnections' [,

Independent Power Producers Filing

Independent Power Producers of New York, Inc. (IPPNY) filed comments in Case 15-E-0302 that
directly reference PSL Section 66-P(4) 2 Their filing states that "the CLCPA is also carefully
bounded to ensure reliability and affordability, providing that 'the Commission may temporarily
suspend or modify' the program if it finds 'that the program impedes the provision of safe and
adequate electric service; the program is likely to impair existing obligations and agreements;
and/or that there is a significant increase in arrears or service disconnections that the
commission determines is related to the program'" 2

Public Comments and Stakeholder Acknowledgment

Individual Stakeholder Comments

Multiple public comments filed in DPS proceedings have acknowledged PSL Section 66-P(4)
31, One commenter specifically stated: "Section 66-p (4) states: 'The commission may
temporarily suspend or modify the obligations under such program provided that the
commission, after conducting a hearing as provided in section twenty of this chapter, makes a
finding that the program impedes the provision of safe and adequate electric service; the
program is likely to impair existing obligations and agreements; and/or that there is a significant



increase in arrears or service disconnections that the commission determines is related to the
program' 3l

Environmental Advocacy Comments

A September 2024 filing by Darren Suarez directly quotes PSL Section 66-P(4), noting that "the
law grants the Commission the power to temporarily suspend or modify the program, but only
after a hearing and a specific finding" 4l This filing acknowledges the statutory framework

while expressing concerns about the State's ability to meet the legal standards for suspension
[4]

State Comptroller's Office Recognition

The New York State Comptroller's Office has acknowledged PSL Section 66-P(4) in its audit
reports of Climate Act implementation 131, The Comptroller's report states: "According to the
Climate Act, PSC may temporarily suspend or modify obligations after a hearing if it determines
the implementation of the renewable energy program is impeding the provision of safe and
reliable electric service, impairing existing obligations or agreements, or resulting in a significant
increase in arrears or service disconnections" 13,

Academic and Legal Analysis

Policy Integration Analysis

Academic and policy analysis documents filed in DPS proceedings have recognized the
significance of PSL Section 66-P(4) as a safeguard mechanism I8l These analyses
acknowledge that while PSL Section 66-p charges the Commission with implementing renewable
energy programs, "it does not alter the extent of the Commission's jurisdiction or authority to do
so" and that the Commission should "carry out its responsibilities under PSL Section 66-p within
the bounds of its jurisdictional constraints" lel,

Stakeholder Process Documentation

Environmental advocacy groups have noted that PSL Section 66-P(4) establishes "safety valve
criteria" for renewable energy program implementation [Z1. These comments emphasize that "it
is incumbent upon the Commission to define 'safe and adequate electric service' and 'significant
increase in arrears or service disconnections' before the LT Plan is implemented" 121

Regulatory Framework Context

Commission Authority Recognition

DPS staff documents and Commission orders acknowledge that PSL Section 66-P(4) provides
necessary flexibility in renewable energy program implementation [8]  The Commission has
recognized that this provision ensures renewable energy programs can be adjusted if they
compromise electric system reliability or create significant customer impacts 8l



Procedural Requirements

Several filings acknowledge the specific procedural requirements of PSL Section 66-P(4),
particularly the requirement for conducting a hearing "as provided in section twenty" before any
suspension or modification can occur B This procedural safeguard ensures due process in
any decision to suspend or modify renewable energy program obligations.

Implementation Considerations

Current Program Status

While multiple filings acknowledge PSL Section 66-P(4), none of the reviewed proceedings
indicate that the Commission has invoked this authority to suspend or modify renewable energy
program obligations 11151 The acknowledgments appear primarily in the context of establishing
the legal framework rather than implementing the suspension provisions.

Future Planning Context

The acknowledgment of PSL Section 66-P(4) in various proceedings reflects stakeholder
awareness that renewable energy program implementation must balance ambitious climate
goals with electric system reliability and customer affordability 27 This statutory provision
serves as an important backstop to ensure that renewable energy programs do not compromise
essential electric service reliability.

Conclusion

New York State Department of Public Service Matter Master proceedings contain multiple
acknowledgments of Public Service Law Section 66-P(4), particularly in Clean Energy Standard
proceedings (Case 15-E-0302), stakeholder comments, and regulatory analysis documents 11131
[21[4] These acknowledgments recognize the Commission's statutory authority to temporarily
suspend or modify renewable energy program obligations under specific circumstances
involving electric service reliability, existing obligations, or significant customer impacts. While
extensively acknowledged in the legal and regulatory framework, the provision has not been
invoked in practice, reflecting the current focus on renewable energy program expansion rather
than suspension or modification 31171,
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