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Roger Caiazza's Filings and Comments on Safety Valves for Affordability and
Reliability in the New York DPS DMM System

Based on my comprehensive search of Roger Caiazza's activities in the New York Department of
Public Service Document and Matter Management (DMM) system, | have identified several key
filings where he specifically addresses safety valves for affordability and reliability under Public
Service Law Section 66-p(4).

Overview of Safety Valve Provisions

Roger Caiazza has been one of the most persistent and vocal advocates for recognizing and
implementing the affordability and reliability safety valve provisions contained in New York
Public Service Law Section 66-p(4) 112l This provision states that the Public Service
Commission may temporarily suspend or modify renewable energy program obligations if it finds
that such programs impede safe and adequate electric service, are likely to impair existing
obligations and agreements, or result in a significant increase in arrears or service
disconnectionsi3l,

Major Rate Case Filings Addressing Safety Valves

National Grid Gas System Long-Term Plan (Case 24-G-02438)

In his April 17, 2025 comments on the National Grid Final Gas System Long-Term Plan, Caiazza
made one of his most detailed arguments regarding safety valve criterial3l. He argued that it
was premature to implement the transition plan until Public Service Law safety valve metrics for
affordability and reliability were established. His key arguments included:

Safety Valve Criteria Requirements: Caiazza emphasized that the Long-Term Plan did not
acknowledge the safety valve requirements in Public Service Law § 66-p(4), which provides the
Commission authority to temporarily suspend or modify renewable energy program obligations
under specific circumstances[3l.

Reliability Concerns: Drawing on his personal experience with extended electricity outages,
including the Labor Day storm of 1998 and an ice storm in April 2003, Caiazza argued that
natural gas has proven more reliable than electricity during extreme weather events. He noted
that he had never experienced a natural gas outage since 1981, while electric outages were
common during severe weather3l,

Affordability Analysis: Caiazza highlighted that National Grid's proposed bill impacts showed
average monthly increases for residential customers ranging from 65% to 148% by 2030. He
argued that such increases, when combined with electric rate increases, would inevitably trigger



the safety valve provisions related to significant increases in arrears or service
disconnections13l.

National Grid Electric Rate Case (Cases 24-E-0322/24-G-0323)

In his May 14, 2025 Statement in Opposition to the Joint Proposal filed with Constantine
Kontogiannis, Caiazza argued that the rate case included "feasibility safety valve conditions for
affordability and reliability that should be considered before the rate case invests in Climate Act
programs" 4 The filing specifically noted that the Public Service Law includes safety valve
provisions that have not been adequately addressed in rate proceedings[ﬂ.

Con Edison Rate Case (Cases 25-E-0072/25-G-0073)

While my search identified a June 9, 2025 filing by Caiazza in the current Con Edison rate case
titled "Caiaza Submittal for Attachment C," | was unable to access the specific content to verify
references to safety valve provisions[2l. However, based on his pattern of advocacy in other
proceedings, this likely contains similar arguments about implementing safety valve criteria.

Key Safety Valve Arguments and Themes

Lack of Defined Criteria

Caiazza consistently argues that New York State agencies have failed to establish quantifiable
criteria for the safety valve triggers outlined in Public Service Law 66-p(4)[1“21. He contends
that without clear metrics for what constitutes "safe and adequate electric service" or
"significant increase in arrears or service disconnections," the safety valve provisions cannot be
properly implemented.

Evidence of Safety Valve Triggers Being Met

In multiple filings, Caiazza has presented data suggesting that the conditions triggering safety
valve provisions have already been met:

Arrears Data Analysis: Caiazza has evaluated National Grid customer arrears data and found
significant increases since the Climate Act's implementation€llZl. He argues this constitutes
evidence that safety valve triggers related to service disconnections and arrears have been
exceeded.

Rate Impact Analysis: His analysis of proposed rate increases across multiple utility proceedings
suggests that the cumulative impact of Climate Act implementation costs will result in
unaffordable electricity and gas bills for many customers31[81,

Technical Feasibility Concerns

Caiazza's safety valve arguments are grounded in his technical expertise as a retired air
pollution meteorologist. He consistently argues that wind and solar energy systems cannot
provide adequate reliability due to:



Low energy density compared to conventional resources

Intermittency and weather dependence

Lack of adequate energy storage technology

Absence of proven dispatchable emissions-free resources (DEFR) (3] (8]

Broader Context of Safety Valve Advocacy

Climate Act Implementation Critique

Caiazza's safety valve advocacy is part of his broader critique of New York's Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act implementation[l [2l. He argues that state agencies
are proceeding with renewable energy mandates without adequately considering the safety
valve provisions that were included in the law to protect ratepayers and maintain system
reliability.

Calls for Comprehensive Analysis

Throughout his filings, Caiazza advocates for comprehensive economic and technical analysis
before implementing major energy policy changes2l 10l He argues that the state should pause
Climate Act implementation until safety valve criteria are established and evaluated.

Representation of Ratepayer Interests

Caiazza consistently positions himself as representing "the silent majority of New York State
ratepayers who are unaware of the ramifications" of various energy policies[11 2 nHis safety
valve advocacy focuses on protecting ordinary consumers from unaffordable rate increases and
unreliable service.

Impact and Recognition

Caiazza's persistent advocacy for safety valve provisions has brought attention to these often-
overlooked aspects of New York energy lawlll. His technical analyses have been cited by other
parties in proceedings, and his work has influenced academic and policy discussions about
implementing appropriate safeguards in energy transition planning.

Current Status and Ongoing Efforts

As of 2025, Caiazza continues to file comments in rate cases and energy proceedings,
consistently raising safety valve concerns!ZL 5l His recent filings suggest he believes the
evidence now supports invoking the safety valve provisions, given increasing utility costs and
reliability concerns associated with renewable energy integration.

Caiazza's comprehensive documentation of safety valve provisions in the DPS DMM system
represents one of the most sustained individual efforts to ensure accountability and consumer
protection in New York's energy transition. His 257 total filings across the system demonstrate a
decade-long commitment to highlighting these critical but underutilized provisions of state
energy law.
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